To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 8 April 2024
at St Peter’s Church, Belmont
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rigby, D Wild, J Rowley and D Appleby
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) + 8 members of public
Apologies:     

Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak. 
One resident was attending the meeting to discuss his planning application that was on the agenda – 10/24/0234. He explained that the slurry tower was replacing a building that was no longer fit for purpose and would improve river quality in the longer term. The Government are supporting the improvement of slurry storage by offering grants and the resident wanted to attend the meeting in person as his previous application had been rejected due to the proposed building being located within 400m of a protected building, but the slurry tower in this new application was being relocated further away and he hoped this would allow this application to be approved.  Cllr Wild explained he had looked into this in more detail, and he had no issues with the application. 
10/24/0234 – agreed to support

Another resident was attending to discuss his planning application that was also on the agenda – 10/24/0230. He explained that he was proposing to change his garden from a garden to a garden (C3) and erect a greenhouse. There is an issue with part of the land that is shown on a land registry search as being part of his garden not being recognised as such, but this should cause no issue with the application going forward.

10/24/0230 – agreed to support

Another resident was attending to strongly object to planning application 10/24/0292. This application has been refused once before but the applicants successfully appealed and have submitted a further application to increase the pitch of the garage to match the existing garage. The objection is not to the garage, but to the access on to Blackburn Road that already has issues with cars being parked on the road. The resident feels that the proposed access to the garage will cause a busy location to be even more busy.

10/24/0292 – agreed to raise the matter with Highways Department

Another resident was attending the meeting to let the Council know that following on from their attendance at the last meeting they had applied to BwDBC for a grant and been awarded £1k towards the community garden in Belmont. He also wanted to make the Council aware that in a recent issue of the InTouch leaflet distributed across the West Pennine area, there was again no mention of Belmont. Cllr Harrison explained that he had written to the 3 Borough Councillors expressing his disappointment that there was no mention of Belmont and had received responses from 2 of the Councillors – Cllr Rigby had messaged Jake Berry MP’s office who replied to say they had assumed that Belmont was included in the leaflet, and Cllr Neil Slater also responded.  The Parish Council feels it is very poor that BwDBC still does not recognise Belmont, Chapeltown, Edgworth etc being part of their authority and Cllr Harrison suggested writing to the Chief Executive of BwDBC for their view on this and possibly invite them to a Parish Council meeting. 

Lastly, a resident explained he had received his Council Tax bill for 2024-25 and although the Government confirmed that Local Councils would be able to increase their levy by 5% for 2024/25, he was surprised that the Parish Council had increased their precept by over 50%. The Council explained that Parish Councils do not have to follow the same guidelines as Local Councils and the increase had been passed by BwDBC. The increase in the precept had been discussed in previous meetings and was necessary to provide funding in both Edgworth and Belmont for road safety around the primary schools following BwDBC withdrawing support, as well as to cover general cost increases as the precept had not been increased since at least 2020/21.
8204
Matters Arising 

Belmont School development – still ongoing

Belmont School lights – no feedback/response from BwDBC
Turton Tower Gatehouse Lodge – vehicular access holding up the sale
Belmont wall collapse – Clerk has received 2 quotes – will instruct Northside Stone Co to complete the work
Chapeltown Community Garden update – application submitted for Listed Building Consent to move the Cross – need official location plan before application can proceed – Clerk to arrange this
Mini Cops funding – Clerk tried to apply for funding but it closed end January – will re-open in May so will re-apply after then  
8205 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 4 March 2024 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8206
Update on The Barlow

Mike Fay attended the meeting to give an update following on from the last meeting in January. He will be finishing his term as Chair at the AGM in May but will still stay on the Board. They are looking to secure £50k outside of the Friends of Barlow funding as this cannot be used for operational costs. They are hoping to secure this by offering local businesses office space within The Barlow which could generate income for the Reading Room aswell. The fixed costs for the building are approximately £50-55k per year. They are also looking to negotiate new 25-year leases with both the Cricket Club and the Bowling Club and have instructed a consultant to advise them on this, however they are not obligated to follow the advice of the consultant. This long lease would allow the Cricket Club to apply for grants as they would have longevity of lease. They are also looking to set up a corporate Friends of the Barlow to support user groups by creating a fund that would cover some of the costs for the user groups. They also would look at reinstating the contingency fund of £25k to cover any emergencies. Their finances are not as robust as they used to be but want to be in a position to ensure the future of The Barlow. This could affect their Council tax banding and they are investigating this issue. There was some good news in that the Reading Room had made a profit in January/February and bookings for rooms for events meant that the AGM had to be changed 3 times to accommodate other bookings.
Cllr Rigby asked what the plans were for repairing the lift – Mike said the lift was mainly used by the facilities team to move tables/chairs between floors and they had looked at a couple of options and the one they had decided to go with did mean that it would take longer to get the parts to repair it.

Cllr Appleby queried whether the extended leases would affect the Parish Council’s position as Custodian Trustees – may need to seek legal advice on this.
8207
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None
8208
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/24/0234, 10/24/0240, 10/24/0230, 10/24/0292 and 10/24/0310
8209
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8210
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:
E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    22.86
Edgworth Primary School Fund    
Grant funding
£3000.00



Cheques for the following accounts were signed 27 March:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman March
£1466.66

P R Adams 
March salary  
£  410.00 

J Smith
March salary & expenses
£1030.86
HMRC
Income Tax/NI Jan-March24
£1244.91

St Annes PCC
Room hire March 2024
£    22.50

Wylde Media Ltd
SSL Configuration & Certificate
£    90.00

Joseph Holt Ltd
replacement cheque
£    49.50

JSW Agricultural Ltd
black limestone for path
£  100.00

8210
Local Elections and appointment of Chair/Vice Chair
Noted:  Confirmation received from BwDBC that there would be no elections this year. The Councillors elected for North Turton Parish are:

Belmont
Keith Harrison & David Hey

Chapeltown
Jude Rowley (+ 1 vacant)

Edgworth
Jean Rigby, Daniel Wild (+ 1 vacant)

The Chair/Vice Chair to be appointed at the Annual Meeting on 13 May 2024 at Turton Tower.

8211
50th Anniversary Logo
Agreed:  To commemorate 50 years since North Turton Parish Council was founded as a successor to Turton Urban District Council, the Parish Council agreed to amend their logo on all forms of literature.
8212
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· Statements from Virgin Money
· E-mail from Barney Wharton-Jones, Secretary to PCC, asking for a member of NTPC to join their Church Community Room Project committee – Cllr Harrison put his name forward
· Letter from Bury Council re: Notice of Intention to prepare the Bury Local Plan
· Letter from Bury Council re: Adoption of Places for everyone Joint Development Plan Document for Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford, and Wigan
· Adoption Statement from Bolton Council confirming they have adopted the Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document (Places for everyone) with effect from 21 March 2024
· 2 new Police Officers have been appointed to the Rural Team – Cllr Wild to let the Clerk have their names/telephone numbers
Following on from Cllr Rowley submitting his formal election paperwork, it raised the issue of the boundaries of Chapeltown/Edgworth. This issue has been raised before but no resolution has been forthcoming. May need some clarification from BwDBC as to when the boundaries were amended and if the Parish Council is able to get some justification for this as it has an effect on the number of electors who live within Chapeltown. Could raise this with the Chief Executive if they do attend a Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Appleby asked if the Lengthsman could be contacted to cut back the shrubbery beside the path on the far side of the Moss in Belmont before the path becomes completely overgrown.

Comments on Planning applications received by 8 April 2024 

10/24/0234
Full Planning Application - Erection of precast concrete slurry tower with impermeable roof at Birches Farm, Birches Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/24/0240
Full Planning Application - Proposed single storey front extension at 1 Wayoh Croft, Edgworth

The Parish Council objects to this proposed development due to the detrimental impact to the character of the property and the street scene
10/24/0230
Full Planning Application - Change of use of land to residential garden (C3) and erection of greenhouse at 7 Brookdale, Belmont

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.
10/24/0292
Full Planning Application Proposal - Erection of garage and driveway to side of house at White Lodge Farm , Blackburn Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to the erection of the garage but has a very strong objection to the position of the driveway as it is a very busy location, and the Council has concerns that need to be raised with Highways 
10/24/0310
Listed Building Application Proposal - Replace concrete tiled main roof of two storey building with slate tiled roof at Bromiley Farmhouse, Belmont Road

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 13 May 2024 starting at 6.00pm at Turton Tower. This meeting will also include the 46th Annual Parish Meeting before the Annual Meeting and then the ordinary meeting and refreshments will be arranged between meetings. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen. 
…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 7.50pm
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